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ITHACA COLLEGE TREBLE CHORALE
Hana J. Cai, conductor
Ryan Fellman, graduate assistant
Muse Ye, collaborative pianist 
Ford Hall
Saturday, May 1st, 2021
7:00 pm
Program
"Sing Creations Music On" from Songs Eternity  Stephen Paulus
(1949-2014)
Spiritus Sanctus Vivificans  Hildegard von Bingen
(1098-1179)
Music Down in My Soul African American Spiritual
arr. Moses Hogan
(1957-2003)
Bright Morning Stars Traditional Appalachian Song
arr. Shawn Kirchner
(b. 1970)
Ava Dunton, Megan Burghdorf, Emmi Haak, Maddie Simone, quartet
Kathleen Morrisroe, soloist
Program Notes
It's hard to believe we have been living in the pandemic for over a year now. 
Like so many of my colleagues, I was floored when we learned that singing in
a choir, our life's work and passion, suddenly became one of the most
dangerous activities in which to participate.  What would become of choir
rehearsals, choir concerts, choral music?   
Yet choirs everywhere have found a way to keep singing, in spite of limits on
group sizes, distancing, and masks.  Last fall, the combined choirs at Ithaca
College took part in a virtual performance of How Can I Keep From Singing? 
Our final Treble Chorale concert of this year is an extension of that idea, that
music and singing continues because it is built into the very fiber of our
being.  
Our program opens with Stephen Paulus' "Sing Creations Music On" 
from Songs Eternity. The poem by English poet John Clare declares that
nature's joy and music can be seen and heard all around us.
One of the first named composers, Benedictine abbess and composer 
Hildegard von Bingen, cited her visions as her inspiration for her writings.  
Spiritus sanctus vivificans is a monophonic antiphon about the cleansing
and life-giving power of the Holy Spirit.
Music Down in My Soul by Moses Hogan is a gospel arrangement inspired
by the spiritual Over My Head.  It opens with a harp-like figure in the piano
followed by the choir singing a cappella, "I hear music in the air!"  The lyrical
verses give way to the upbeat chorus: "I got this music down in my soul / and
it fills my heart with the joy of the Lord!"
Finally, we end with Bright Morning Stars, an Appalachian folk song
arrangement by Shawn Kirchner.  The lyrics depict the passage of time and
dawn imagery, with the rising of the "bright morning stars" and "day is
a-breaking in my soul." 
Although this year presented great challenges, Treble Chorale perservered
and worked to maintain singing as a centerpiece in their lives.  Together, we
celebrate the great strides that have taken place in the name of science, as
well as the personal growth in this time of isolation and introspection. We
may be spaced out and masked, but our hearts beat in unison and our minds
remain open towards progress. Singing will always remain one of the most
intimate art forms, reminding us that we are  vulnerable as individuals but
strong as a community. 
Sing Creations Music On
Sing creation's music on,
Nature's glee is in every mood and tone.
Eternity.
Nature's universal tongue singeth here.
Songs I've heard and felt and seen
Everywhere.
Songs like the grass are evergreen.
Everywhere.
The giver said live and be and they have been
Forever.
Songs I've heard and felt
Everywhere.
Sing creation's music on!
Spiritus Sanctus Vivificans
Spiritus sanctus vivificans The Holy Spirit, life-giving,
vita movens omnia, Life moves through all
et radix est in omni creatura And its root is in all creatures
ac omnia de inmunditia abluit, And cleanses all impurities
tergens crimina ac ungit vulnera, Wiping crimes and anointing wounds,
et sic est fulgens ac laudabilis vita, And so its life with praise shines,
suscitans et resuscitans omnia Sustaining and reviving all.
Music Down in My Soul
I hear music in the air.
I can feel it in the air.
There must be a God somewhere. 
Over my head I hear music in the air.
There must be a God somewhere.
Over my head I hear singing in the air.
There must be a God somewhere. 
I got this music down in my soul;
And it fills my heart with the joy of the Lord!
I've got joy!
I've got it joy, everlasting.
I've got peace!
I've got it peace, everlasting.
I've got love!
I've got it love, everlasting.
I've got joy!
I've got it joy, everlasting.
Love in my heart.
Oh yes, I got peace in my soul.
Oh yes, I got joy in my heart;
Joy today! 
Do you love the Lord?
I love the Lord!
Bright Morning Stars
Bright morning stars are rising,
Day is a-breaking in my soul. 
O where are our dear fathers?
Day is a-breaking in my soul. 
They are down in the valley praying,
Day is a-breaking in my soul. 
O where are our dear mothers?
Day is a-breaking in my soul.
They have gone to heaven shouting,
Day is a-breaking in my soul.  
O where are our dear children?
They're upon the earth a-dancing.
Day is a-breaking in my soul.  
Bright morning stars are rising,
Day is a-breaking in my soul.
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Hana J. Cai is a conductor and music director based in Ithaca, NY. During her
time at Indiana University, she was one of three conductors selected to assist
with preparing the chorus for a performance of the Penderecki St. Luke
Passion where the composer was in attendance. She also served as the
associate chorus master for the university premiere of Mason Bates' The
(R)evolution of Steve Jobs and Wagner's Parsifal for the Indiana University 
Bicentennial. In March 2019, Hana was the winner of the ACDA Conducting
Competition in Kansas City, MO. In Philadelphia, Cai served as a music
director, accompanist, and vocal coach at Temple University. In Bloomington,
she served as the music director for The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee with Indiana University Summer Theatre and the assistant music director
under Lawrence Yurman for Stardust Road as part of the Indiana University
Bicentennial, directed by Susan H. Schulman. Other projects include The
Christians, Beauty and the Beast, and Disney's Newsies for Cardinal Stage,
Bloomington's professional theater company. Cai holds a BM in piano
performance and a BA in Chinese from the University of Maryland, an MM in
conducting from the Eastman School of Music, and a DM in choral conducting
from Indiana University. Her dissertation is a diction guide for Mandarin
Chinese for singers and conductors. Additionally, she has presented her
research on tokenism at the Indiana Choral Directors Association and the
ACDA Central and North Central Division Conference in Milwaukee, WI. 
Special thanks to the following people in the School of Music for
making this performance possible: 
Keith Kaiser, Interim Dean – Music Education
Ivy Waltz, Interim Associate Dean – Music Performance, Voice
Sheila Ossit, School Operations & External Relations Officer, School of
Music
Luke Klingensmith, Webcast Services Coordinator and Social Media
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Erik Kibelsbeck, Concerts and Facilities Manager, Music
Ithaca College Voice Faculty: Tamara Acosta, Dann Coakwell, Martha
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